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Greeting of the Body  
Song  In Every Age
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Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Leader:  May our God who created us, who walks beside us on our earthly 
journey, and who is our eternal destination be hope and comfort to 
you.

All: And with your Spirit.

Leader:  In the face of death, we confidently proclaim that God has created us 
for life. We believe that Jesus – through his death and resurrection – 
has conquered sin and death and opened for us the doorway into life 
eternal.

Sprinkling of the Body with Holy Water

Leader: The God of Light embraced our Sister Cathy at her baptism. 
Throughout her life she nurtured and tended God’s love in her heart 
and soul. In ways both large and small, seen and unseen, God’s love 
rippled through her and touched many individuals. We now bless 
Sister Cathy’s body, appreciating the ways God used her to make 
Love present to us.
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Wake Service for Sister Cathy

Opening Song Hosea
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Leader: Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; let them rest from their 
labors for their good deeds go with them. Eternal rest grant unto her, 
O Lord,

All: And let perpetual light shine upon her.

Leader: May she rest in peace.
All: Amen.

Leader: May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.

All:  Amen.
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Psalm 16 Psalms for Praying 
Nan C. MerrillRemain ever before me, O Living Presence,

For in you I am safe.
You are my Beloved; in You and 
through You I can do all things.

I look to those who are at one with You and 
learn from them of your ways;
My delight increases each time I sense your Presence within me!
Songs of praise well up from my heart!

Love is my chosen food, my cup, 
holding me in its power.
Where I have come from,
Where’er I shall go,
Love is my birthright, my true estate.

I bless the Counselor who guides my way;
in the night also does my heart instruct me.
I walk beside the Spirit of Truth; 
I celebrate the Light.

I bask in the Oneness of All!
Thus my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
I shall not be afraid, nor fall into the pit of despair;
For in Love’s presence I know fullness of joy.

You are my Beloved and, in You will I live forever. 
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Reading Ruth 1:6-18

When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by 
providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home 
from there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been 
living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 



Reflection  Sister Joetta Huelsmann, PHJC

Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your 
mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness 
to your dead husbands and to me. May the LORD grant that each of you will find 
rest in the home of another husband.”
 
Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud and said to her, “We will go 
back with you to your people.”
 
No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand 
has turned against me!” 
 
At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but 
Ruth clung to her.
 
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. 
Go back with her.”
 
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where 
you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and 
your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the 
LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 
When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped  
urging her.
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Sharing of Stories

Magnificat  My Soul Gives Glory
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Covenant HymnClosing Song
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